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TJ4E U/E/1THeR-
Official weather forecasts for to-day Indicate

that It will be fair and warmer; southerly
winds.

Governor Morton's "boom" is fairly-
launched now.

Even the St. James's Gazette con¬

demns Dunraven.

Brooklyn's city limits are now al¬

most as extensive as those of Chicago.

Lord Rosebery is pretty lively for

a dead man, as the Tories have been

calling him.

"Nearly half a million school children

his city! No wonder that we need

schoolhouses! *

arVSSt of diamonds ls> so plen-
iwadays that burglars simply

them in their hatbands.

.olfers are merry on the Lakewood
.iks, and Menjies, the crack English

player, has just been beaten there.

The Turks seem the only ones who

are doing any slaying, now that the

Winter snows are falling in Armenia.

That South African campaign is be¬

coming very serious for British in¬

terests. Look out for a panic in Kaf¬

firs.

The State Board of Health is go¬

ing to look into the oil used by our

"L" roads to make the darkness more

visible.

The "West seems to be having an

unusual number of earthquakes. It

always was a great place for the

'shakes."

Field Marshal Murat Halstead thinks
that Russia ought to give us gold, in

return for all the iron we are send¬

ing her.

Mayor Schieren, of Brooklyn, has one

blot upon his record. He never suc¬

ceeded in curbing the impatience of

the bounding trolley.

ThP return of Ann O'Delia Diss de

Bar Is calculated to make things live¬

ly, unless she is debarred from her

usual plan of campaign.
w# that Gom^z gets w'Jhin

.ig of xia V ., ,e »".*J
a,ve twenty thousand new volunteers

mside of twenty minutes.

Mr. Bull thinks it will be convenient
to have a few more ships over here

Just now, without, of course, any

thought of possible hostilities.

It is in order now for the new Poet
Laureate of England tp issue an "ode"
explaining why his country doesn't go
to the help of the Christians against
the Turk.

^ The State Senate need not have gone
f. of the way to avoid indorsing
^sident Cleveland's attitude on the
iroe doctrine. 'Tis a pity that he
.iot as felicitous in his other utter¬

ances as he was in that one.

THE REFORM BUDGET.
The final estimates for the munici¬

pal budget of 1896 reach the vast total
of $46,496,571.31. This is a sum calcu¬
lated to make Father Knickerbocker.
generally accounted a prudent body, al¬

though lavish enough at times.put on

his spectacles and look with considera¬
ble astonishment at the figures which

betray the upward march of a budget
under a reform administration. Not

only Is this a much larger amount
than has ever been appropriated in a

single year, but it is an increase over

the expenditures of last year of more

than $6,500,000, and Is. $8,000,000 more

than was expended In 1894, the last

year of the Tammany administration.
No doubt this is a billion-dollar city,

and it oannot be expected that its
budget should not advance; but there
is no special reason just now why taxes
should be greatly increased, and the
progress is decidedly too rapid for com¬
fort. Lnless there is a marked in¬
crease of the assessed valuations, the
i3>x 96 is destined to be very
much higher thau the present rate of
1.91. Many people think that assess¬

ments on property are now as high as

they can be put. Whichever way you
look at it, you are bound to see that
the increase in the budget is abnormal,
and you will draw the conclusion that
a halt must soon be called.
Naturally the growth of the city, far

more rapid than is generally supposed,
accounts for some of the extra ex-

The departments must keep
*he growth of the popula-
leeds of the people. Here

in the list of appropriations
a decided increase, as In that

-ae Board of Education, which in
J5 received $4,962,423, and this year

will have $5,679,302.
But everybody admits that there is

an imminent need of new school-
houses, and of the almost total reform
of some of the old ones. So that this
is money well spent. Tlfe Police and
Health departments, and the now

separated departments of Charities and
erection, do not show any marked

5h in expenses. State taxes are.

nearly doubled by the decision of the
courts that the State must pay its
share for the maintenance of the in¬
sane, which it has kept under its own

sway. But, after allowing for this, the
budget still remains phenomenal, and
is in itself a kind of reproach to those
who have managed the campaign of
reform.
The reformers, of course, make an¬

swer that now all the funds appro¬
priated are utilized for their proper
purposes, and that under Tammany
this was not always the case. What¬
ever excuses may be brought to modify
the opinion of the public on this ex¬

traordinary budget, there stiH re¬

main a considerable burden of discon¬
tent and astonishment at such figures,
and the ill-feeling engendered by the
total inability of the reformers to car¬

ry out their non-partisan professions,
and the intolerance and partiality
shown in certain branches 'of the as¬

sociation, will all bear bitter fruits,
which will make the "reform" road
harder than ever to travel.
As we stand upon the frontier, so to

speak, of Greater New York, these
figures have unusual importance, since
they will probably be taken as the
basis of calculations for the share of
the metropolis in joint expenditures for
the composite city in the future. The
Comptroller's opinion of the "reform"
budget is sufficiently indicated by his
refusal to append his signature to it.
The public would have been more pa¬
tient with this financial showing had
there been any distinct and definite
improvements, such as public buildings
or marked growth in the amelioration
of streets, to show for it. It is a bud¬
get which should make the Mayor sigh
heavily, as he sits reflectively over his
tea after office hours.

Paddy Gleason is on the warpath.
He has taken possession of the City
Hall in Long Island City, and he
means to hold it until the time comes

to deliver it up to "Greater New York."

THE LEGISLATURE.
The ground is cleared for action at

Albany. The new Legislature, which
has such weighty topics before it, has

organized, heard the Governor's mes¬

sage, had one or two preliminary skir¬
mishes, and now longs for fight. One
of the earliest battles is to be furnished

by the differences of opinion over Con¬
solidation. It is said that the whole

Brooklyn delegation is ready to object
to any "snap" legislation for the fin¬

ishing up of the great scheme. Per¬

haps Brooklyn thinks she ought to

have certain presents before she comes

into thf famfij. The '&T.J
.^.-iCxiiDlymen from Kings County are

all disposed to claim another reference
of the plan of union to the people. But

Brooklyn has already voted "Yea"
once. Why go over the whole busi¬
ness again? All the objections of the
anti-Consolidationists have been met,
not once, but a dozen times. It is the
moment for recognition of the fact
that consolidation is inevitable, and for

steady work toward perfecting it.
Governor Morton's message, presented

to the Legislature yesterday, is a

plain, practical document, containing
an unusual number of recommenda¬
tions on important topics. His refer¬
ence to the excise question is brief,
but pointed. He urges legislation which
shall greatly reduce the number of sa¬

loons. New York State already has
more than 40,000 saloons to a popula¬
tion of a trifle less than 6,000,000, while
Pennsylvania, with scarcely half a

million less people within her borders,
has but 12,738 saloons, and Ohio, with
3,666,719 population, has but 16,208 sa¬

loons. All classes agree that a re¬

duction should be made, in the inter¬
est of the State; but the debates on

the excise question will none the less
be very stormy.
The recommendations on prison la¬

bor, the separation of the convicted
from unconvicted persons in prison, on

the care of the insane, and on canal
"rapid transit" are all sensible and

just. The Legislature of '96 will have
to exhibit unvarying diligence if it
succeeds in getting through with all
the subjects laid before it in this mes¬

sage. If it proves worthless and dila¬
tory, like its immediate predecessor,
there will be a general cry of indigna¬
tion, and some very practical manifes¬
tations of public anger.

The Venezuela Commission should be
appointed this week without fail. Upon
the character of the appointees much
depends. Nothing is gained by delay.

A STUDY IN FINANCIERING.
For every young man whom the

caprice of politics or the affections of
his countrymen may one day place in
the White House, there is nothing in
current American history more impor¬
tant as a warning than the record of
Mr. Cleveland's recent efforts a3 a

financier. As an example of doing
things which ought not to be done, and
of leaving undone things'which ought
to be done, it is both unique and alarm¬
ing. Here is a brief outline of the
President's extraordinary performance:
First he issued a panicky and sense¬

less message, declaring that the Treas¬
ury was in a dreadful state, and ap¬
pealing to Congress for immediate leg¬
islation to protect the public credit.
Congress responded promptly, and

according to its best convictions; but
before its work was completed Mr.
Cleveland announced that he couldn't
wait for help from that quarter, and

would therefore issue bonds on his own

authority.
He opened negotiations with the syn¬

dicate which drove such a sharp bar¬
gain with the Government on the for¬
mer issue of bonds, and arranged for
a transfer of $100,000,000 of gold to the

Treasury in exchange for the new se¬

curities.
Then, instead of advertising for bids

from banks and individuals for any
further issue that might be found nec¬

essary, he remained idle and silent, al¬
lowing the syndicate to assume the
position of a dictator to the national
finances.
The syndicate, quick to improve its

opportunity, hastily cornered the avail¬
able gold supply of the country, and
now controls from $150,000,000 to $200,-
000,000 of coin and bullioo in that metal.
The result is that the syndicate has
the Treasury under its heel.
Here is the situation: If the Govern¬

ment gets the gold which Mr. Cleveland
says it needs, it will have to pay any
price which the syndicate demands, or

else seek relief in Europe. The con¬

tract for the purchase of the new bonds
has not been closed, and when the
time comes to ratify it, the Govern¬
ment may be bluntly told that the gold
market is firmer and that prices have
advanced.
This is a record of what Mr. Cleve¬

land calls financiering, but by every
sane man of business judgment it will
be called by terms vastly more vigor¬
ous and much less respectful.

Connectiput seems to have notions
quite different from those current in
New York on the subject of train-
wrecking by boys. Some weeks have
elapsed, * and the youthful criminals
who threw a train from the track
and caused the deaths of innocent peo¬
ple, near Rome, N. Y., have not been
punished. But on Tuesday two boys,
aged respectively 11 and 12, who had
put an iron wedge in the frog at North
Bridgeport on Friday, in order to en¬
joy the pleasant pastime of "seeing
the cars jump," were sentenced to
the Connecticut School for Boys until
their majority. In that institution they
will at least do no further harm to
railroads, and it is to be hoped that
they will come out corrected of a pen¬
chant for such dangerous sports. Had
they been older, their punishment
would, of course, have been more severe.

The course of Schlatter is full of
mystery, and whether his conduct is
the result of calculation or is the
spontaneous working of a simple na¬

ture, it has the effect of greatly arous¬

ing public curiosity. Evidently, he h^s
not the slightest care for financial suc-
ceSJS- He has generally refused compen¬
sation tiF his services to tv _» poor, and
now he ru " away into t ,,e wilderness,
and even talks of staying for a time at
a Zuni reservation. Perhaps he hopes
to learn new secrets among those mys¬
terious Indians, who have brought
down, so many curious things from the
past. His various stories about the com¬
ing of the three wise men of the East,
and the directions issued to him by "the
Father" indicate pretty clearly that
there is still a grain of insanity in his
brain, although at times his conduct
seems rational enough. He certainly
understands the great art of making
himself desired, which counts for much
in this world.

Whatever becomes of the "war scare,"
the subject of coast defences should
not be allowed to lapse into oblivion.
Many of the important seacoast cities
of New England are still too poorly
protected, and with Halifax and the
Bermudas both within easy distance
of our principal ports, we cannot be
too circumspect. We have many un¬
fortified towns, like New Haven and
Bridgeport, upon which, in case of war,
very heavy contributions could be laid
by English squadrons, if their com¬
manders were ardent enough to hap¬
pen along just at the right time. Of
course, such vessels of our navy as
could be spared from indispensable
foreign service would have to mass in
the defence of the more important
ports, like New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, New Orleans and San Fran¬
cisco, and the smaller coast towns
would be in a perilous condition. A
delay, under the circumstances, In get¬
ting a full and preliminary defensive
outfit would be not only silly, but in¬
excusable. New Haven, Bridgeport,
Springfield, Hartford and Lowell, as

important arms manufacturing cen¬

tres, should receive special protection.
The State Department is making

commendable progress in the study of
the Venezuelan boundary question. If
President Cleveland does not make
haste and nominate his commissioners,
the work destined for them may be
done before they have been appointed.
The department claims to have dis¬
covered an official document clearly
showing that England had no notion
of making claim to a slice of Vene¬
zuela as big as the whole State of
New York until Sir Robert Schom-
burgk's tour of exploration had shown
what immense wealth the region was

capable of yielding. As soon as his
account had been published, Great
Britain began the operation of her
policy of "grabbing" which she has
so successfully practised in other parts
of the globe. Lord Salisbury seems
to have skimmed very lightly over
this part of the transaction in his
dispatch to this Government, and lends
a color to the whole matter which is
not justified by the facts. Instead of
the claim on Venezuela appearing as

part of a historic policy, it sefems to
have been simply an afterthought
aroused by the sight of the magnifi¬
cent territory, and by the probability
that there would be no opposit an on
the part of a weak power, cc npara-
tively isolated, to the "grab."

In a Thick Fog She Rammed
Her Nose on South

Stack Rock.

Frightened Passengers, Who Were
Breakfasting, Safely Landed and

Sent on to Liverpool.
CUNARDER FLOATED AND BEACHED.

Now Resting in the Sand at New Harbor.
The Water Has Reached Her Saloon

Floors.Divers Employed to
Examine the Hull.

London, Jan. 1..The Cuiiard Line
steamer Cephalonia, Captain Seccombe,
which left Boston Dec. 21 for Liverpool,
struck on a rock at South Stack, near Holy¬
head, at 7:30 o'clock this morning. Her
cabin passengers were at breakfast, aud
many of them were thrown from their
seats by the shock. Everybody rushed on

deck, and the wildest excitement prevailed.
Captain eSccombe succeeded in calming

the panic-stricken passengers, and at once

ordered the lifeboats lowered. This was

promptly done, and the women were placed
in them first and the men afterward. The
boats then put for shore.

LOST HER COURSE IN FOG.
The Cunarder had to fight her way

through gales on the voyage- to Queens-
town. She landed fifteen passengers at
that port and left there at 5:10 o'clock
yesterday afternoon. At the time of her
departure the weather was hazy, and it
soon became foggy. Every precaution was

taken to avoid an accident, and the lead
was hove every few minutes before the
vessel grounded. When the accident hap¬
pened the Cephalonia was steaming very
slowly in a fog so thick it was impossible
to see half a ship's length ahead.

LANDED IN SAFETY.
The passengers from Boston included 5

saloon, 52 cabin and 175 steerage passen¬
gers. In the saloon were the Revs. H. P.
Beach and Sherwood Eddy, Julian A. Rog¬
ers, Mr. Woodbury and Jlr. J. Gordon Mc-
Edward. All the passengers were safely
landed, and they proceeded at once to
Holyhead, where they boarded a train for
Liverpool. ,

The boats' crews, meantime, had returned
to the Cephalonia. and at 0 o'clock she suc¬
ceeded, under her own steam. In backing
off the rocks. Accompanied by the British
Queen, which was supplied with pumps,
the Cunarder steamed for Holyland, but
was finally beached at the upper end of
New Harbor. Her after hold is apparently
full of water.

., ,
The Cephalonia this afternoon is in a

position which does not prom se that she
can be floated at the next high itde. The
water is now flooding her asloOn Her Dot
torn being examined by divers. The hull,
aft, is seriously damaged.

the Damaged steamship.
Captain Seccombe, the Cephalome's com¬

mander, was formerly chief officer of the
Cunarder under Captain Cook, the "little
commodore," now retired. Captain Sec-
comb' -. en experienced navigator, and is
note- his coolness in time of danger.
.Tae damaged Cephalome Is one of the old-
time Cunarders. She was built if iron by
Laird Brothers, in 1882, at Birkenhead.
England. She registers
gross tons. She measures 4&) 6-10 feet in
length, 45 5-10 feet beam and 34 5-10 feet
depth of hold. She has three decks and is
barkentine rigged. Her hull is subdi% ided
by eight water-tight bulkheads. The engines
are compound and of 100 iiorSe-penvCT:
saloons ^nd staterooms are comfortable, but
not elaborate.

...

The vessel is well supplied with life¬
boats, rafts, belts and preservers.

The Telegraph in 1022.
[Electrical World.]

A correspondent of the French journal Cosmos
states that In a curious old work printed at
Paris In 1022 there occurs a remarkable passage,
of which the following Is a translation: "We
may also tell you this great and wonderful se¬

cret, which a certain German has shown to
King Henry, and who, by his industry and dex-
terlty is able to speak and converse with those
who are far away, and this by means of the
magnet. He first rubs together two needle
magnets, and then places them each separately
upon two clock dials, around which are en¬

graved the twenty-four letters of the alphabet.
If then, they wish to speak together, or to
make each other understand what they would
desire they move one needle around until It
has i>ointed to the letters which are necessary
to make the words and sentences that they
would say. and as they turn the needle so also
the distant needle turns, making always the
same movement. The king, seeing this wonder¬
ful secret, forbade him to divulge it, fearing
that thus would lie opened very dangerous com¬

munications between his enemies and their be¬
sieged towns." The title page of the work in
which the above passage is said to occur is as

follows: "L'lncredu lite et mescreance du sor¬

tilege plainement convaincue par I. M l Ancre,
Conseillor du Hoy en Son Conseil rI Estat a

Paris Chez Nicolas Bvon, Hue bainct-Iactiues,
a l'Enseigne Snlnct-Clande et de l'Homine Sau-
vage, MDCXXII."

Romance for Speculation.
[Chicago Times-Herald.]

It is now the general belief in Washington
that the elaborate story of the probability of

the Russian Government tending hundreds of
millions of gold to the United States was put
iu circulation for stock-jobbing purposes. A

syndicate of operators was working the market
with this story as its principal weapon The
truth about the story was given in iast night s

dispatches to the Times-Herald In 1S93 the
Russian Government did offer gold, as a pledge
of friendship, and there was somo correspond¬
ence about it between Washington and S>t.
Petersburg The amount offered, however, was

no such ridiculous sum as $200,000,000. It was

$00 000 000. There is no evidence to confirm the
story that the President has recently asked if
this offer holds good. The cnances are that he
did nothing of the sort. If he did, as stated
last night, it was for the purpose of forcing
the Morgan svndicate to make better terms
than they would otherwise be likely to grant
for the new loan,

Thoughtful Mr. Reed.
[Chicago Tribune.]

If Speaker Reed had appointed a lot of Ohio
men to prominent chairmanships he would have
been accused of trying to steal the underpinning
of the McKinley boom.

Man of Fine Taste.
[New Orleans Picayune. 1

Mr. Terjtes makes plenty of money in Chicago,
but he spends most of it in New York.

Silence ancl a Saw.
[Boston Globe.]

Benjamin Harrison finished nearly two cords
of wood during the recent war excitement.

Paint Praise for Dingley.
[Portland Express.]

Of course horizontal tariff increases are not to
be desired, but an empty Treasury is even
worse.

Useful Military Art.
[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.1

General Miles appears to be the kind of a

soldier who needs *<> take lessons in the art of
not giving informa .on to the enemy.

History Miftht Repeat Itself.
[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.]

It was in the year 1777 that John Paul Jones,
commanding a ship of eighteen guns, appeared
on the British -oast aud made a raid on the
town of Whitehaven. The Declaration of Inde¬
pendence was then but a little more than a

year old If England is counting on immunity
from attack at her own doors in case of war
with this country she has forgotten the grit and
enterprise of American sailors.

Good Man to Watch.
[Chicago Tribune.]

Mr. 01 v may have no Presidential aspira¬
tions, b it will do no harm for leading Demo¬
cratic j .ltlciuus to ke?p an eye on him.

She Finally Gave In.
[SCrafltou Truth.]

Tn »e was a time when Great Britain "de¬
clined to arbitrate" the Alabama claims.

Can a Man
Keep a Secret?

"The subject we are to discuss to-day is au
awfully interesting one," remarked the
president, as the Teacup Club came re¬

luctantly to order. "It is"
"Oh, dear," said the girl with the dimple

In her chin. "I hope it is not as deep as the
one we had last week; my head ached from
it all the uext day."
"Why, that must be what was the mat¬

ter with mine, too," observed the brown-
eyed blonde. "I wish I had thought of that,
for, of course, papa insisted that dancing
caused it. The idea! When I missed three
whole waltzes the very evening before by
going into the conservatory with with a

man to look at a new fern."
"H'm; It must have been a walking fern,

then, and I don't think you ever caught up
to it," put In the girl with the classic pro¬
file. "I saw you there myself, and"
"Why, Eflie," broke in the brown-eyed

blonde, hastily, "what on earth is the mat¬
ter? You have not spoken for full five min¬
utes; are you ill?"
"No; I was only thinking," replied the

girl with the Roman nose. "Girls, did any
of vou ever know a man who could keep a

secret?"
"Did we ever know a child who did not

talk too much, or a woman who liked to
have her gown trodden on?" retorted the

president. "I only hope you are not getting
softening of the brain."
"Oh, well, I don't know," said the girl

with the eyeglasses. "A man might keep a

secret if it reflected unpleasantly on hlm-
self."
"Unless he wanted sympathy," put in the

girl with the dimple in her chin.
"Dear, dear, how awfully clever you are,'

sighed the girl with the Itoman nose, "and
the best of it is that yon don't look as if
you were, and, so nobody resents it. Now,
nature made me- for a sensible human being
and I have to be actually kittenish lest,
with my nose, I be thought Intellectual
then nobody would ask me to dance."
"There is something in that," sighed the

girl with the classic profile, "I don't doubt,
either, that she receives more masculine
confidences than all the rest of us put to¬
gether; those eyes of her's are so sympa¬
thetic."
"I do receive a good many, to tell the

truth, and some of them are awfully funny,
too! But what does make me wild is for
a man to tell me a whole lot of secrets,
say when we happen to be sitting before
the fire at dusk.then to hear that same

man, an hour later at the dinner table, an¬
nounce to the assembled company that no
woman can ever keep a secret."
"It Is hard," said the president, "still. It

is just as well to humor them in that be¬
lief; it really does no harm, and after you
are married they think you tell them every¬
thing.it makes them feel' safe and pre¬
vents lots of trouble in the family."
"What I want to know," said the brown-

eyed blonde, "is, why some of them think
that a widow.and only a widow.can keep
a secret?"
"Pshaw, that is easy enough, '* retorted

the girl with the dimple in her chin, "a
widow is a woman who has no husband to
tease a secret oufof her."
"What I think Is horrid," said the girl

with the eyeglasses, "is for a man who
has told a woman a secret to say, when
she happens to forget and tell it, that wo¬
men always tell secrets. How could, she_
have repeated it unless he had told it to
her in the beginning?"
"Bravo!" cried the girl with the Roman

nose. "I shall store that remark In my
memory."
"But what has set you to thinking on the

subject?" asked the girl with the classic
profile. "Of course, It Is Interesting
enough; I only hope you have not been
rash enough to confide a secret to a man.
a real secret, that Is. Of course, we all
hare dummy ones to haul out on occasion."
"I hope I have some sense yet," said the

girl with the Roman nose. "No, It was this
way: I ran In to see Dorothy on my way
here, and found her In tears. She says she
Is really engaged to Harry, but It Is a
dead secret, and yet, just because she
danced eight times with Mr. Sllinmes the
other evening, Harry went and told him.
She said that she and Mr. Sllinmes were
ever so much better friends than he and
Harry, and yet she could have kept the
secret from him for a year!"
"Of course she could!" cried the girl

with the eyeglasses. "Still, it is Just as
well that she found out, he could not keep
a secret before they are married. I'm al¬
ways so sorry when my girl friends marry;
I have to jive up telling them my secrets
then, lest their husbands repeat them at
the club."
"If you mean that as a hit at me,"

blazed out the president, "I"
"Of course I don't! Your husband is so

deaf that you always have time to remem¬
ber that a thing is a secret before you can
make him understand."
"Of course I do. Elizabeth managed to

get a huge milliner's bill paid without a

quarrel the other day; How? She Invited
her husband's chum to dine; confided to
him her financial straits, and the 'fact that
she only cared for pretty things to look
nice in her husband's eyes. Then she
swore him to secrecy.and left them alone
after dinner!"
"With the r?su!tT
"That the receipted bill was on her table

at breakfast. Well, It is time to adjourn
now."
"Oh, dear me!" said the girl with the

dimple hi her chin, waking up from a

^rown study. "Do tell me what we have
been discussing to-day? I'apa always asks
me."
"I'm afraid you have not been paying at¬

tention," said the president, severely. "It
was, 'Woman's Contributions to Science.'
Girls, if you ever do tell a man a secret,,
don't ask him not to tell. He will forget
all about It in that case!"

American Influence.
[Milwaukee Journal.]

It might be well to know that the United
States has iu the few years of its existence
been remarkably successful in bringing about
changes In the International law. Ehgland has
yielded the right of search and the doctrine
of "once a citizen, always a citizen." The
rights of neutrals have been enlarged and de¬
fined at our suggestion. We may Justly expect
to still further modify international law in
the interests of justice and comity among na-
tions.

Shark's Tooth in His IjC#.
[Jacksonville Times-Union.]

Notwithstanding the fact that Charlie Burns
showed his leg and side with the cuts of a

monster shark's teeth last Winter, there were

those who would not believe that a shark had
attacked and bitten him, but yesterday Dr.
Iitndslcy cut from burns's leg, above the knoek
us finely preserved :i shark's tooth as ever left
the capacious jaw of the monster of the deep.
It Is fully one inch long, and has n Mnod im¬
bedded in the flesh for nearly a y causing
great pain.

Work for tlie New V
rSalisbury (N. G.) Wo
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The American Laufeate.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.In common with a great many

people who read and love poetry, I have
read this morning with disgust and re¬

gret of the appointment of Alfred Austin
to the ancient office of poet laureate of
England, and the thought has occurred to
me, as it has doubtless to a great many
of your readers: Who should be Amer¬
ica's poet laureate were there such a post
in the gift of our Government? Your opin¬
ion on this subject will be read with deep
interest by a great many people, and by
none more eagerly than by yours very truly,

DUDLEY WYNKOOP.
New York, January 1, 1896.
The question asked by Mr. Wynkoop is

one that cannot be easily answered. It
was several years after Lord Tennyson's
death before the Queen could decide upon
his successor, and the appointment is
likely to cause a great deal more ill-feeling
and resentment in England than is sug¬
gested in our correspondent's letter. To
pass over such men as Morris, Dobson,
Arnold, Swinburne and Kipling and select
Alfred Austin is a proof that the art of
the sycophant is one that it behooves a
poet to study and practise if he wishes to
carry on his business in England.
As to the American laureateship, there

are so many poets who can present just
and reasonable claims to the office that it
is a difficult matter to do more than men¬
tion the names of a few of those who seem
to us to be qualified, in one way or another,
to aspire to it. We have Thomas Bailey
Aldrich, of Boston, and James Whitcomb
Eiley, of Indiana, and Margaret Sangster,
of Franklin square, New York City. And
then, we have Itichard Watson Gilder and
It. U. Johnson, of Union square, both of
whom have been praised in the most en¬
thusiastic manner by ladles and gentlemen
who have manuscripts to dispose of. We
have, too, Minna Irving, of Irvington, and
Joaquin Miller, of the far West, and Joel
Benton, of Park row, and Will Carleton,
who lives In Brooklyn, and writes bucolic
verse well suited to the demands of his
neighborhood. Then, there is the unknown
bard who extols ebony soap so boldly and
fearlessly that he who rides In a cable car
iliay read, and the latter-day Homer who
sings in the theatre programme of John
Moriarty, so happy and hearty, who will
furnish a flat for a nice little party.
Stephen Crane's admirers are not many

as yet, but they are enthusiastic enough to
go out to East Aurora, New York, for the
purpose of dining with him. The most
prolific poet in America is undoubtedly
Frank Dempster Sherman, with Clinton
Scollard a close second. E. S. Martin, of
Rochester, and Jack Crawford, the cow¬
boy poet, also deserve mention.
Here is a list of American poets from

which Mr. Dudley Wynkoop may pick a

favorite, and there are undoubtedly others
whom we have overlooked in our eagerness
to get the above names Into print.

51?ro<j§l? Uio/r\ei/s (jlasses.
Now, when Government and governed,

press and people, warriors and civilians,
are "breathing forth threatenlngs," the
holiday vacation has come, and all our boys
are home from the military school, radiant
with bright uniforms and fresh young
faces, to - add animation to the hotfiday
streets and to bring before the eye the
outer semblance of war.
Women.the sweethearts and mothers,

who have lovers and sons in the militia
or the naval reserve.looJf~&t these~l)8^;r
and shudder. Before their eyes is a mental
picture, in which is not here and there
a uniform or two, but everywhere in the
streets are moving columns of their boys
in blue; a picture of tears, of partings and
of heartbreaks, of smoke and gaping
wounds, and then of white faces on red
battlefields staring up at the blue heavens
with unseeing eyes; aud the scarlet linings
of these youngsters' coats seem, to these
women, dyed in blood.
Do you wonder they shudder as they

hurry along on their holiday shopping?
But we are glad to have them with

us again, these fresh-faced boys who play
the warrior; glad, too, that whatever else
the schools teach them of healthy, .whole¬
some military tactics, politeness also is a

part of the curriculum, for politeness, like
scarlet fever, Is infectious.

It was on an elevated train, the other
evening, that this aphorism was borne in
upon me, in connection with the old, ever

burning, but two-sided question of straps.
The car was filled with the usual jam of
"tired business men" of divers kinds, but
among them was a half dozen young gen¬
tlemen In blue uniforms with scarlet lin¬
ings. Every man had his seat and his
evening paper, and was prepared to make
as comfortable a trip uptown as possible,
and every face expressed a grim determina¬
tion to hold fast to that which he hath;
but presently a young girl entered and
leaned up against one of the middle seats
of the car. Instantly, one of the young
men in blue arose and tendered her his
seat. At the next station a mother and
daughter came in, glanced around, and at¬
tached themselves to the straps; they did
not stand long, for four boys rose at once.

By this time the infection had spread,
and although the women poured in, in
their usual aggravating numbers, at every
station for this trip the straps knew them
not, the tired business man relinquishing
his seat with as much apparent cheerful¬
ness as had the boys.
This was the infection of politeness, for

as I came down the steps a weary, dis¬
gusted, masculine voice in front of me mur¬

mured :

"I'd rather do anything than stand up
all the way up."
"Yes," answered another weary, dis¬

gusted, masculine voice. "So-ud-I, but a

fellow can't sit still when everybody else
is getting up."

Jester.
Explanatory.

"Hannah," said Mrs. West, "where did all
those broken dishes come from?"
"1 dropped th<: tray of indestructible china,

ma'am." Detroit Free Press.

Precocious.
"My darling, Providence Is with you even

when X take the candle away.4
"XVell, mother dear, would you mind taking

Providence and leaving the candle?" Boston
Beacon.

Slie Knew Him.
Mrs. l)ix.I wonder what preseut my husband

will bring me to-night?
Mrs. Hicks.What makes you expect one? Is

It your birthi1 y ?
Mrs. Dlx.¦o; we quarrelled this morning.

Tid Bits.

Precautionary.
Mrs. Klllum (bride of four months).I think

I'll learn to cook wblle yon are away, dear.
Mr. Klllum.All right, love: I'll take the dog

along with inc, I guess, i'onkers Statesman.

A Veteran's Experience.
"Major, whi t was the fiercest engagement in

which you ev-r took part?"
"My own, ceur boy, to the Widow Gayber."
-leui Lite,

Caught in the
Metropolitan Whir!.

Young Jolmson came into Jakey Sont-
heimer's the other evening, tip-toed his way
to the bar in a mysterious way, beckoned
Jakey to him, and whispered in his ear:

"Sh - h h h!
Do'say a word,
Z h a k e y ! 'S
Grimsey here?"
"No," replied

Jakey.
" 'Ze been

here?" w h i s-
pered Johnson.
"No," said

Jakey.
Johnson walk¬

ed over to a

table, sat down,
and giving it a

resounding whack, exclaimed:
"Beffourdozz the demon rum's got '1m

by th' neck! Beffourdozz! Cackesh me, zhis
same! Cat.hie.cattrip me up 'th their
stub-stub-stubbl'n blocks, by jee! Callead
me 'stray 'th their teptash'ns! Demon
rum caggit me b'' th* neck, do'shf'git't!
>*>ay, /hakey' J'know't I had nar'scape
from th' demon rum 'saf'noon? Giss hos-
scosh. P!etty Scosh, Zhakey. 'Srlght!
Nar'st 'scape from th' demon rum y'ev
saw, by jee!"

Ish dot so, Meester Chonson?" ex¬
claimed Jakey. "I would not tink me so
when I look at you!"

Sright, awsame!" said Johnson. "Nar'st
'scape y'ev saw! Giss hosscosh. Plet.hie
pletty Scosh. Ch'goin'tav, fezz! Demon

rum caffoo'me, doshf'git't! Ch'life! De¬
mon rum.gissball, Zhakey! Hosscosh.
1 less Scosh. Say, f.hie.fezz, ch'goin'tav?"
This incidental item of refreshments hav¬

ing been attended to by Jakey to every¬
body s satisfaction, the continuation of
Johnson's narrative of his afternoon's ex-
periences was eagerly awaited. Johnson
dallied with his hot Scotch, with plenty of
Scotch in it, for so long a time that it be¬
gan to look as if he had forgotten all that
had stirred him so a few minutes before.
Suddenly he gave his table another whack
and cried:
"Bef-hic.beffourdozz 'sgot Grlmesy b'

th'neck!"
"VVon't yon tell ua how It happened,

Zeb;" asked one of the boys.
"Cer'ly!" replied Johnson. "Wife says

smorn n, 'Oh, Zeb'dee! Wo'shlemme go t'I
Coo.hie.Coos t' vis't ma?'
" 'Course,' I says. 'Go see ma. Glmma

my love. Goo'by!'
. ;.e-nt V Coos 'smorn'n. 'Saf'noon
zii> Duffy's. f

Duffy,' I says. "I'm sad'n lo'Iy. Wife's
gone t' Coo.hie.Coos.'
"Duffy says, . 'Zasso? Be'r have some'n

cheer y up.'
-Keffido,' I says. 'Giss hosscosh.'

"Duffy giss hosscosh, 'ni cheer'd ud

Sso°?^fossad'n l0'ly aga,n' 'nl t:
Ssr8f . .=»¦»«'

t' 7w' ?,rlm®sy!' 1 sa. 'Em'zhane's gone
t Coo-hic-Coos t' see ma, 'nime sad'n
lo'ly. Ch'golntav?'

Grimesy took 'nap'tizer 'n says, 'Hullv

oman?'

" 'Noss'n ma'r." I says. 'Haft'go yon."

sy's wTft hd!fneli/ Z Grimesy' 'n G-ime.
sys wife had nices' dinner y'ev saw
.Poossoon 'Siz_J3 rimes savs. 'r><Prp
Pie, 'SterYhoss'a?' ^̂

¦' 'Sanks!' I says. 'Ve^fonrl miss-pie.'Siz Grimes gime piece. Gossnuff of it
1 m 1elf' St°° bad' buccattelp it!

Giss my priss-hic-prissples." Pushed
miss-pie away.

usned

'"Sia Grimes says, 'Dosh like y' mlss-
" < 5? rh?San.? rAl8h y' m,ss-piG S00'1?'Siz Grimes, r says, 'phys'c'lv I'll

bef-hic-beffounlozz yonr miss-pie Z'
bes miss-pie ebbody eV puss fork in

ICsT Z
?,

BUt mora,,y 1 beffoudoza
it s z worst miss-pie 't ev' stood as a
stub-stub-stnbbll'n' block 'n teptash'n

th pass.hie.passway 0' life! 'Scuso
me for mesh'n 't, 'Sh Grimes, buss ma"
prissple th me. Uzzstamme? Ma'r priss¬
ple. 'Souse me, buss raa'r prissple. Phvs'-
cly, y miss-pie's wupp',, G, 'Siz Grimes,
but morally it's a «tub.stub.stubbl'n'
block n a snare!'
" 'Siz Grimes says, 'Do' tusstazh you!'

' 'Z braddy in it!' I says. 'Y' miss-pie's
gobbraddy in it! Uzzstamme now? y
miss.hie-.miss-pie's gobbraddy in it 'Siz
Grimes, 'n' 's stnbbl'n' block 'n' a tepta¬
sh'n. 'S 'giss my prissjles, 'Siz Grimes!
Hope you'll 'sense me, biss ma'r prissple,
Siz Grimes! Hope you'll'sense me!'
" 'Siz Grimes says, 'Cer'ly! Do' mesh'n't.

Try the plup.hie.plup-puld'n', 'Ster Zhos^
I'd,'
" 'Sanks!' I says. 'Do'kefdo! Vef.vef.

veffond pluppudd'n', 'Siz Gimes.'
"Tried the pluppudd'i'. Spoo'ful's

znough. Push'tway.
" 'Siz Grimes says, ' 'snn'r th' plup.

plup.pluppudd'n', 'Ster Zhm'n? Aisher
pluppudd'n' good?'
" 'Plup.hie.pluppudd'n's tze silk, 'Siz

Grimes!' I says. 'Pluppudd'n cabbe'beat
by jee! Buss 'scuse me, Siz Grimes'
Plup plup pluppudd'n's flze silk, buth'
trail th' serpussover'tall! UzzKamme, 'Siz
Grimes? Pluppudd'n' cabbe >at, buth'
trail fh' serp.hie.serpussover tall!'

" 'Siz Grimes say?, ' 'Splaln yself, 'Ster
Zhoss'n! 'Splain y'self! Was. mean'n'
sush lagwish?'
" 'Siz Grimes 'z mad's a hoitoad, by

jee!
" 'Beppard'n, 'Siz Grimes!' I says «'Scuse

me! 'Smere figgosspeesh. t'zatamme?
Figgosspeesh. Do' mean sntkes 's
twlss'n' and wlgg'n' In y' plup.hs.piup-
pndd'n', 'Siz Grimes! 'Smere flggospeesh.
Trail'th'serp't's flggosspeech f rum sauce,
'Siz Grimes. Pluppudd'n's gorruu saueo
on't. Plup.plup.pluppudd'n's fizt silk,
'Siz Grimes, Buss gorrum sauce on't. Wass
rum, biz Grimes? 'Toss'catlng lquori
Wass braddy? 'Toss.hie.toss'nting
liquor! 'Scuse me, 'Siz Grimes, busma'r
prlssple'zme. Uzzetamme? Phys'i'h y'
miss-pie's wupp'n G, but mor'ly 's sub.
stub.stubbl'n' block 'n'a snare! I tip..
pluppudd'n's flze silk, butli' trail'th'sepus
'sover'tall! 'Scuse me fer mesh'n't, uss

ma'r prissple'zme, 'Siz Grimes. I no^e't
Grlmesy's got 'way 'z two pieces miss-ile,
'n' s'ree pieces pluppudd'n', braddy, um
sauce'n' ail, 'Siz Grimes. 'Scuse me, bffe
rolls home t'night, with th' demon um
clush'n' him b'th'neck, 'Siz Grimes, o'
blame me! Do' blame me! Goo' by!'
"Nar'scape? Sh'say so! Demon run

cagg'It me b'th'neck, by jee! Bubbeffoir-
dozz Grlmesy's.say, Zhakey! Pm sadl*
lo'ly. Giss hosscosh. Semmup. Less pud-
hlc.puddownth' demon rum!"

Chili Is Still Sore.
[Philadelphia Record.]

That the newspaper press of Chill Is bitter!;
opposed to the Monroe doctrine simply meatl:

that the soreness caused by the Valparaiso inci
dent hns not yet passed away. This opposl
tion oa the part of onr southern sister cannot
In the least weigh against the fact that the
MoDroe doctrine is good Americanism, and will,
therefore, have to be maintained, not as a meas¬

ure of paternalism or philanthropy, but simply
1 as u measure of self-defence.


